3o     INDIA AND IMPERIAL PREFERENCE
party seem determined to follow him', and to make India once more a party question. And what reason does he give for this fatal resolution? He does not deny that it outrages the universal opinion of India. He does not attempt to show that Indian infant industries can reasonably be expected to succeed in spite of its trammels. He endeavours to discredit Imperial Preference, partly by confusing it with Indian Protection in order to alarm Lancashire, and partly by alleging that it will not give India any Protection at all in order to excite the " resentment" of Indian Protectionists. Lord Crewe makes this much, at any rate, perfectly clear, that the Liberal policy is to maintain the status quo in India, to defy the universal demand for the abolition of the iniquitous excise duties, and to continue to tax Lancashire and Indian goods equally with those of the protected and subsidized foreigner. And the sole reason that he thinks it necessary to give for this monstrous arrogance, and oppression is that he and the